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Thelong century from 1/39 to 1857, from
Nadir Shah's massacre of the inhabitants of
Delhi to the brutal crushing of the Sepoy re-
belhon—has long been considered a twihght
period 1n the history of Delhi. This1s a peri-
od, after all, of the repeated conquest and
looting of Delhy, the rapid dechine of Mughal
military and political power, and the ascen-
dancy of the British East India Company.
But as Saif Mahmood's marvellous new
book, Beloved Delhi: A Mughal City and Her
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Thelong century from 1/39 to 1857, from
Nadir Shah’s massacre of the inhabitants

of Delhi to the brutal crushing of the Sepoy
rebellion—has long been considered a twi-
light period 1n the history of Delhi. Thisis a
period, after all, of the repeated conquest
and looting of Delhi, the rapid decline of
Mughal military and political power, and the
ascendancy of the British East India Com-
pany. But as Saif Mahmood’s marvellous
new book, Beloved Delhi: A Mughal City and
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The long century from 1739 to 1857, from Nadir
Shah’s massacre of the inhabitants of Delhi to
the brutal crushing of the Sepoy rebellion—has
long been considered a twilight period in the
history of Delhi. This is a period, after all, of the
repeated conquest and looting of Delhi, the rap-
id decline of Mughal military and political pow-
er, and the ascendancy of the British East India
Company. But as Saif Mahmood’s marvellous
new book, Beloved Delhi: A Mughal City and Her
Greatest Poets, shows, as far as the cultural his-
tory of the city (and of South Asia) goes, this pe-
riod was not so much twilight as dawn: this was

The long century from 1739 to 1857,
from Nadir Shah’s massacre of the
inhabitants of Delhi to the brutal
crushing of the Sepoy rebellion—
has long been considered a twilight
period in the history of Delhi. This

1s a period, after all, of the repeated
conquest and looting of Delhi, the
rapid decline of Mughal military and
political power, and the ascendancy



The long century from 1739 to 1857, from Nadir Shah’s
massacre of the inhabitants of Delhi to the brutal crush-
ing of the Sepoy rebellion—has long been considered a
twilight period in the history of Delhi. This is a period,
after all, of the repeated conquest and looting of Delhi,
the rapid decline of Mughal military and political power,
and the ascendancy of the British East India Company.
But as Saif Mahmood’s marvellous new book, Beloved
Delhi: A Mughal City and Her Greatest Poets, shows, as
far as the cultural history of the city (and of South Asia)
goes, this period was not so much twilight as dawn: this
was also the century of the flowering of the classical
Urdu ghazal, and of the lives of some of Delhi’'s—and
Urdu’s—greatest poets: Sauda, Dard, Mir, Ghalib, Momin,
Zafar, Zauq, Daagh.

The long century from 1739 to 1857, from
Nadir Shah’s massacre of the inhabitants
of Delhi to the brutal crushing of the Se-
poy rebellion—has long been considered a
twilight period in the history of Delhi. This
is a period, after all, of the repeated con-
quest and looting of Delhi, the rapid de-
cline of Mughal military and political pow-
er, and the ascendancy of the British East
India Company. But as Saif Mahmood’s
marvellous new book, Beloved Delhi: A
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The long century from 1739 to 1857, from Nadir Shah’s
massacre of the inhabitants of Delhi to the brutal crush-
ing of the Sepoy rebellion—has long been considered a
twilight period in the history of Delhi. This is a period,
after all, of the repeated conquest and looting of Delhi,
the rapid decline of Mughal military and political power,
and the ascendancy of the British East India Company.
But as Saif Mahmood’s marvellous new book, Beloved
Delhi: A Mughal City and Her Greatest Poets, shows, as
far as the cultural history of the city (and of South Asia)
goes, this period was not so much twilight as dawn: this
was also the century of the flowering of the classical
Urdu ghazal, and of the lives of some of Delhi’s—and Ur-
du’s—greatest poets: Sauda, Dard, Mir, Ghalib, Momin,
Zafar, Zauq, Daagh.

The long century from 1739 to 1857, from
Nadir Shah’s massacre of the inhabitants
of Delhi to the brutal crushing of the Se-
poy rebellion—has long been considered a
twilight period in the history of Delhi. This
is a period, after all, of the repeated con-
quest and looting of Delhi, the rapid de-
cline of Mughal military and political pow-
er, and the ascendancy of the British East
India Company. But as Saif Mahmood’s
marvellous new book, Beloved Delhi:



The long century from 1739 to 1857, from Nadir
Shah’s massacre of the inhabitants of Delhi to
the brutal crushing of the Sepoy rebellion—has
long been considered a twilight period in the
history of Delhi. This is a period, after all, of the
repeated conquest and looting of Delhi, the
rapid decline of Mughal military and political
power, and the ascendancy of the British East
India Company. But as Saif Mahmood’s marvel-
lous new book, Beloved Delhi: A Mughal City
and Her Greatest Poets, shows, as far as the
cultural history of the city (and of South Asia)
goes, this period was not so much twilight as

The long century from 1739 to 1857,
from Nadir Shah’s massacre of the
inhabitants of Delhi to the brutal
crushing of the Sepoy rebellion—has
long been considered a twilight pe-
riod in the history of Delhi. This is

a period, after all, of the repeated
conquest and looting of Delhi, the
rapid decline of Mughal military and
political power, and the ascendancy
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The long century from 1739 to 1857,
from Nadir Shah’s massacre of the in-
habitants of Delhi to the brutal crushing
of the Sepoy rebellion—has long been
considered a twilight period in the his-
tory of Delhi. This is a period, after all,
of the repeated conquest and looting of
Delhi, the rapid decline of Mughal mili-
tary and political power, and the ascen-
dancy of the British East India Compa-
ny. But as Saif Mahmood’s marvellous

The long century from 1739
to 1857, from Nadir Shah’s
massacre of the inhabitants
of Delhi to the brutal crush-
ing of the Sepoy rebellion—
has long been considered a
twilight period in the history
of Delhi. This is a period, af-
ter all, of the repeated con-
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