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BALKAN SANS
available in

more

Balkan Sans typeface system transliterates 
Croatian Latin into Serbian Cyrillic script and vice 
versa, depoliticising and reconciling two cultures 
with the aim of furthering communication, 
education, and, above all, tolerance..

↗   Watch this video about the Balkan type system

↗   Read more about the Balkan type system

↗  Order the Balkan print specimen

Buy Balkan SansRent

Latin Cyrillic

Awards
TDC Typographic Excellence 2012, Special Jury Award at 23rd Biennal of Design 
Slovenia 2012, Typographica Favorite Typefaces of 2012, Grand Prix Croatian 
Designers Society 2014, ZGRAF12 Grand Prix 2017

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://vimeo.com/36385837
https://www.typotheque.com/blog/taking-balkan-beyond-the-balkans
https://www.typotheque.com/books/balkan-type-specimen
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
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StYleS

There are two styles of 
Balkan – style A situates 
the Latin characters on top, 
and Cyrillic at the bottom, 
while style B reverses this 
order. There are three more 
substyles (1, 2, 3) in option A 
– each with slightly different 
treatments of elements that 
exceed the bounding box of 
the words.

Type System Overview

Balkan Sans A One šđčćž
Balkan Sans A Two šđčćž
Balkan Sans A Three šđčć
Balkan Sans B

Balkan Sans stencil A One šđčćž
Balkan Sans stencil A Two šđčćž
Balkan Sans stencil A Three šđčć
Balkan Sans stencil B

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
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Balkan is a bi-script Latin and Cyrillic typeface system rooted in the 
linguistic proximity of languages of former Yugoslavia (Bosnian, 
Montenegrin, Croatian and Serbian). The Balkan typeface system 
depoliticises and reconciles the scripts, for the sake of education, 
tolerance and, above all, communication. Balkan transliterates and 
translates Croatian Latin into Serbian Cyrillic and vice versa, thus 
the fonts serve as educational software capable of reconciling 
disparate scripts.

The typeface system also represents an attempt to identify the 
features shared by some South Slavic languages and alphabets 
like Bosnian, Montenegrin, Croatian and Serbian.
We focused on the dual-literacy that characterizes Slavic peoples, 
many of whom use and transliterate both Latin and Cyrillic  
alphabets.

Historically, there were three scripts in this region: Cyrillic, Latin and 
Glagolitic. The use of Latin and Cyrillic typifies the former Yugosla-
vian countries, today’s Serbia, Bosnia and Hercegovina as well as 
Montenegro.

Historically, both scripts in this region were bearers of cultural, eth-
nic, religious and political identities, but their communicative and 
symbolic functions were often out of step just for the sake of mul-
ti-ethnicity. On the other hand, close development of languages 
and scripts throughout history resulted in shared properties. Today 
some regional languages   in the Western Balkans are so similar that 
they can even be thought of as dialects.

The Balkan typeface system is a series of fonts that decodes Latin 
and Cyrillic; it demystifies, depoliticizes and reconciles them for 
the sake of education, tolerance and, above all, communication. 
Though Balkan is a “font” in the usual sense, it can also be used 
to translate Croatian Latin into Serbian Cyrillic and vice versa. One 
could therefore think of the fonts as educational software capable 
of reconciling discrete scripts. 

Design Information

deSign concept

↗  Order the Balkan print 
 specimen

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/books/balkan-type-specimen
https://www.typotheque.com/books/balkan-type-specimen
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AMSTERDAM 
LJUBLJANA
ZAGREB
BEOGRAD
SARAJEVO

A | 34 pt

LUXEMBOURG
podgorica
SKOPJE
BRIONI
TITOGRAD

B | 34 pt

A | 34 pt

B | 34 pt

A | 34 pt

A | 34 pt

B | 34 pt

B | 34 pt

A | 34 pt

B | 34 pt

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
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https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
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latin and cYrillic

We focused on the dual-liter-
acy that characterizes Slavic 
peoples, many of whom 
use and transliterate both 
Latin and Cyrillic alphabets. 
Historically, there were three 
scripts in this region: Cyrillic, 
Latin and Glagolitic. The use 
of Latin and Cyrillic typifies 
the former Yugoslavian coun-
tries, today’s Serbia, Bosnia 
and Hercegovina as well as 
Montenegro.

Bi-script typeface

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
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deSign

engineering

Credits & Information

Marija Juza (Latin, Cyrillic) Nikola Djurek (Latin, Cyrillic) 

Roberto Arista (Latin, Cyrillic)

current verSion

available FormatS

1.005

OTF, TTF

All font formats are available in WOFF and WOFF2.
Request special font formats at checkout.

releaSed

awardS

2012

TDC Typographic Excellence 2012, Special Jury 
Award at 23rd Biennal of Design Slovenia 2012, 
Typographica Favorite Typefaces of 2012, Grand Prix 
Croatian Designers Society 2014, ZGRAF12 Grand 
Prix 2017

end uSer licenSing agreement (eula)

Learn about which license suits your needs best by visiting https://www.typotheque.com/licensing/eula

contact

For questions concerning font licensing, pricing, 
technical questions and for general enquiries please 
write to: info@typotheque.com

For questions concerning physical products, such as 
books, t-shirts or posters, please write to:
books@typotheque.com

Typotheque © 1999 – 2022
All Rights Reserved

TypoTheque
Koningsplein 12
2518 JE The Hague
Netherlands
Phone: +31 70 322 6119
www.typotheque.com

Instagram: @typotheque
Twitter: @typotheque
Vimeo: @typotheque

https://www.typotheque.com/
https://www.typotheque.com/fonts/balkan-sans/buy
https://fontstand.com/fonts/balkan-sans-complete
https://www.typotheque.com/authors
https://www.typotheque.com/authors
https://www.typotheque.com/authors
https://www.typotheque.com/licensing

